
Nature 
Master Class 
at KU

Editor 

Benjamin Heinrich
Senior Editor, 
Nature Nanotechnology 

Yaoqing Zhang
Senior Editor, Nature 
Sustainability

Benjamin joined Nature Nanotechnology in February 2018. He obtained 
a first degree in chemistry from the University of Leipzig, Germany. 
After graduation, he joined the Institut de Physique et Chimie des 
Matériaux de Strasbourg, France, to study magnetic nano-objects on 
metallic surfaces with scanning probes. For this work, he received a 
PhD in condensed-matter physics in 2010. He then moved to Berlin 
for a PostDoc at the Freie Universität Berlin, where his research 
focused on many-body phenomena involving magnetic impurities and 
nanostructures on superconducting surfaces. He is based in Berlin.

Yaoqing joined Nature Sustainability in May 2020 as a Senior Editor. He 
handles manuscripts in the broad areas of engineering and technology 
tackling system-wide and technological solutions to sustainability 
issues. Yaoqing began his editorial career at Nature Communications 
in June 2016 where he covered a range of topics in energy chemistry, 
with a particular focus on electrochemical energy storage and solid 
state ionics. Prior to joining Nature Research, Yaoqing held an assistant 
professorship at the Tokyo Institute of Technology working on the 
synthesis, discovery and characterization of electride materials 
that have potential applications in catalysis or superconductivity. 
He obtained a PhD in chemistry from the University of St Andrews 
where he focused his studies at the interface of solid state chemistry, 
electrochemistry and ceramics, and then conducted postdoctoral 
research on condensed matter physics in Japan. Yaoqing is based in 
the Shanghai office.
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